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The Oldest Artistic 




• Mans Best Friend dogs have been with people since 
they evolved about 30,000 years ago
• Pictureless history despite our ancient relationship the 
oldest known images of dogs only date back 8,000 –
9,000 years
• Ancient ties The oldest images of dogs depict them 
hunting with their human masters hinting at the 
importance dogs had to these ancient societies
Methods
Information was gathered from:
1. Multiple papers writen about the image in question
2. Other articles about the history and origins of dogs 
and the role they played in ancient societies
Results 
Humans have a habit of drawing the things that are 
important to them. This works the same with ancient 
images of dogs.
Conclusions
1. Dogs don’t appear in art earlier because it took time 
for the role, they played in society to become one 
worth recording
2. Ancient images of dogs suggest that once they gained 
a place in human society, they became extremely 
valuable both as symbols and tools.
Research by Myles Bradley
Mentor: Laura Gelfand
Figure 1 – Earliest know drawing featuring dogs
Found on a cliff in Saudi Arabia this stone etching depicts a hunter with his dogs. The discovery of this 
image pushes the date of the first drawing of dog's back to almost 9000 years ago.
Details of Note
• What appear to be leashes connecting the hunter to 
his dogs can be seen in the image, these could merely 
be tethers or they could be representative of a spiritual 
connection between man and beast.
• The shape of the dogs indicate that they are likely an 
ancestor of the modern Canaan Dog breed.
OTHER RESOURCES USED:
• These May Be the World's First Images of Dogs-and 
They're Wearing Leashes, David Grimm
• The Oldest Depictions of Canines and a Possible Early 
Breed of Dog in Iran, Frank Hole and Cherra Wyllie
• Origins and genetic legacy of prehistoric dogs, Anders 
Bergström
Research conducted with support from Utah State 
Universities HONR 1330 class, and The Department 




Dogs and Ancient Society
• Despite the large gap between the evolution of dogs 
and their appearance in human art other 
archeological evidence shows that they have lived as 
part of human society for the entirety of their 
existence.
• Numerous writings and artworks from a later date 
than the one in question highlight both the utilitarian 
and symbolic roles that dogs play in our society and it 
can be inferred that this role is as ancient as the dog 
itself.
